
PARISH COUNCIL OF NEWLANDS 
 

MINUTES OF THE HIGHWAYS AND GENERAL PURPOSE  COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY 31ST MARCH 2022 AT NEWLANDS COMMUNITY HALL, NEWLANDS AVENUE, 

WATERLOOVILLE, HAMPSHIRE, PO7 3BX COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm  

 

Members: Cllr A Berry (Chairman) (P) Cllr D Crichton   (P) 

Cllr A Carden   (P) Cllr L Price    

 

Also present was a representative from the voluntary litter picking group Trash Busters and Karen 

Seear, Clerk to the Council. 

 

060/22A Apologies:  Apologies were received from Cllr Price. 

061/22A Declarations of Interest: No declarations were made. 

062/22A Minutes: The minutes from the Highways and General Purpose Meeting held on 17th 

February 2022 were received.  It was UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the minutes 

of the Council meeting be accepted as an accurate record and were duly signed by 

the Chairman.   

063/22A Public Session:  A representative of Trash Busters attended the meeting.  The Clerk had 

invited her along to speak and discuss matters relating to litter within the development.  

A record of the public session is appended to these minutes.  NOTED. 

064/22A Outstanding Matters and Matters Arising:  Cllr Crichton mentioned the ongoing issue 

regarding access to Brambles Farm from the development.  He had written to Cllr Alex 

Rennie, hi-lighting the importance of having cycling and foot access to the area.  This is 

particularly important as there are planning applications being considered at the present 

time.  The matter has been passed on to Havant Borough Council’s planning committee 

for consideration.  Cllr Crichton will update the council with more information once 

available.  NOTED. 

The Parish Warden had identified several sites for litter bins in Wellington Park.  Cllr 

Crichton asked for the support of the Highways Committee to source the litter bins and to 

ask for the current bin emptying contract to extend to collection of the new bins.  Cllr 

Carden proposed that the Clerk could start the ball rolling and start looking at providers 

of bins and to look into the possibility of adding the new bins onto the existing collection 

contracts once they are in situ.  The Clerk agreed to action the request.  NOTED. 

065/22A Correspondence:  Correspondence had been received from La Salle, the business park 

management company.  They requested a decision be made regarding a decision for the 

naming of a street name for the Proxima Park business park.  A list of suggested names 

had been circulated.  A discussion took place regarding which name to choose.  The most 

preferable name was, Proxima Place.  It was UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to take 

the matter to the next Full Council meeting for a resolution regarding the suggested 

name.   

066/22A Highways Adoption:  Cllr Crichton provided an update.    The main focus of the road 

work has been on Houghton Avenue.  The work is being carried out in readiness for 

Highways adoption.  On the Wellington Park side of the development, work is continuing 

after several hold-ups.  The cycle path is near finishing, and requires a top surface. This 

will be put in place following the work to everything else.  Dropped curb access is  

required and will be  put in to give access to the road at the end of the greenway in Darnel 

Road.  There a couple of issues regarding section 104 agreements which require 

rectifying.  As the Chairman understands it, Taylor Wimpey and Southern water are ready 

to sign but WCC legal department are not yet willing to sign.  The Chairman suggested 

asking the Clerk to write to WCC asking for reasons.  NOTED. 

The other factor, concerns street lighting.  Some of the street lights within the 

development, still contain the old style street lamp heads.  Cllr Crichton had been 

informed that it is almost impossible to get hold of replacement heads for the lamps.  This 

is holding the adoption process up.  It is hoped the situation will be rectified shortly.  Cllr 



Crichton stated that he will chase representatives for a clearer date as to when they expect 

adoption to take place.  NOTED.   

Cllr Carden wished to note that a small piece of land has been adopted by the Highways 

Authority.  The area is off the roundabout on Houghton Avenue.  NOTED. 

Cllr Crichton went on to mention maps of the development  He had managed to source 

these from developers.  The maps show areas of responsibility throughout the 

development.  The maps will be displayed on the Parish website.  All areas of open space 

are shown on the map.  The Chairman suggested that the maps also be circulated to all 

members.  Cllr Carden requested that the maps be available in GIS data format if possible.  

Cllr Crichton stated that he will request maps in GIS format from his contacts.  NOTED.   

067/22A Allotments:  The Chairman updated the Council regarding the requirement for a 

horticultural grounds person, who will join the council in readiness for when the 

allotments are ready.  A job description had been drafted.  The Clerk was asked to 

circulate the job description.  It was suggested the Horticulturist start working on a 20 

hour contract, rising to 39 hours in time.  He suggested that the post should be available 

to employees with a recognized qualification.  They should also have knowledge of 

Health and Safety legislation.  A scale of pay requires determination.    The Chairman has 

spoken to other Parish Council’s and horticultural groups and had used their information 

to help identify what the suggested scale should be.  Cllr Carden suggested that the role 

be advertised at the lower scale suggested and interest in the position gauged.  The job 

description which the Chairman drafted was APPROVED. 

It was UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to recommend to Full Council, that the Parish 

Council employ a Horticulturist and the suggested salary scale be considered.   The 

budget for tools and equipment also requires determination.  This will be considered 

further by the Finance and Personnel committee.  The Chairman suggested that the 

council follow the Denmead Parish Council model and the funds for the allotment come 

from the general reserve.  Both Highways and Amenities will need to work closely 

together as the budget for equipment is split between the Highways and Amenities 

Committees, if they are to follow the Denmead Parish Council model.  Cllr Crichton asked 

which budget might the vehicle come from?   Cllr Carden suggested the general reserve.  

He also pointed out that an RFO should be onboard ready for the next budget.  He 

suggested taking advice from the RFO regarding future budgets.  NOTED.   The 

Chairman wished to point out that there may be a need to employ the horticulturist this 

year due to the fact that the land transfer will be happening shortly.  Currently the only 

contract that comes with the land is for grass cutting only.  The Horticulturist will also 

have the responsibility of maintaining land in Wellington Park.  NOTED. 

068/22A Fly-tipping and vandalism:  The Chairman had taken photos of the cases of vandalism 

and fly-tipping which had occurred within the development.  He mentioned a bench in 

Wellington Park which had nails in. He requested that the Parish Warden have a look at 

this.  NOTED.  Reports had been made regarding incidents to the Police.  The Police do 

not want to know about the incidents as currently they are occurring on privately owned 

land.  The Chairman mentioned that gates to a compound near the HWTC had been broken 

into and taken off.  The issue should be passed on to Dicentra to deal with.   

The Chairman suggested that the Warden make checks on benches, culverts and fencing, 

hi-lighting any outstanding remedial work.  The parish council should verify what is 

required and this information should be passed on to Winchester.  The work will need to 

be carried out as part of the adoption process.  NOTED.  Several issues were mentioned, 

these include tree stakes that are cutting into trees, fencing and flooding in three areas.  

There is a question over the footpath that runs into Closewood Road.  Will this be made 

up into a proper pathway?  Cllr Crichton noted that the footpath is currently not shown on 

maps.  Other footpaths in the Wellington Park area are becoming over grown and these 

also require work.  NOTED.    The Amenities committee will also be working with WCC 

to rectify these issues.  NOTED.  With regards to fly-tipping, Denmead Parish Council 

have installed hidden cameras that run off solar power into hot spot areas.  If the Parish 

Council were to do the same they may not have the same powers to prosecute. It was 



suggested that Denmead Parish Council and Havant Borough Council be contacted with 

regards to support available with this matter.  NOTED.  The problem with the fly-tipping 

near the recycling centre will become the responsibility of Havant Borough Council in 

time as these areas will be passed on to them to manage.  It was mentioned that 

prosecutions for fly-tipping are required.  Cases are not currently being followed up.  The 

Chairman stated that this is due to the fact HBC are lacking staff.   

069/22A Other Reports:  The Chairman suggested that once the allotments are ready to open, the 

press be invited to visit.  This will be a good bit of publicity.  NOTED.  Cllr Crichton 

suggested he contact a representative of The News with regards to various things 

happening within the development, these may be of interest to them.  The Chairman also 

suggested invited the representative along to a meeting.  NOTED. 

 

The meeting closed at 9:21pm. 

 

The next meeting of the Highways and General purpose Committee is scheduled for Thursday 12 May 

2022 starting at 7.30pm 

 

 

  



Public Session:    Highways and General purpose Committee 31.3.2022 

Debbie Gibb spoke about her work within the development.  Her group of voluntary litter pickers – 

Trash Busters had been cleaning up litter all over the area, most recently they had been working 

around the Old Park Stream and pond near the recycling centre.  She had had major concerns 

regarding the current state of the pond.  She wished to attend this evening to highlight the issue.  Cllr 

Crichton explained that there are plans to develop the pond area.  Grainger are planning work to 

improve this and it is expected that this work will happen within the next year or two. 

Debbie also wished to ask for assistance in recruiting more volunteers within the development.  Cllr 

Crichton passed on details of Grainger’s Neighbourhood officer as she may be able to promote their 

work and help to recruit more volunteers.  She suggested that perhaps a sub group of Trash Busters 

could be set up for the development only.   

The need for more litter bins was also discussed.  This issue has also been on the agenda and progress 

is being made, ready to source them once the land has been adopted by the Council. 

The Chairman mentioned the current situation regarding the dumped fire-extinguishers and several 

other concerns.  He will be writing a report regarding these incidents which he will pass on to the 

council.   

 


